
What to Look For in an Artist Canvas? 
Canvas is a versatile medium with several different kinds to choose from. Read this article to learn 

more about the various types available. You will find that one of the best options for artists is the 

archival-quality canvas. 

 

Quality 
While it is possible to get a high-quality canvas for very little money, a few factors need to be 

considered before making the purchase. First, consider your level of skill. If you are a beginner, 

buying a high-end professional canvas is unnecessary. But if you are an experienced artist, you 

may consider purchasing a high-quality canvas from a professional supplier.  

 

Next, check the fabric of the artist canvas. If it is a cotton duck, you'll get a lower quality canvas 

than linen, which costs more. Consider how much paint you plan to use and whether you'll hang 

your canvas in a humid environment. If you plan to display your canvas in a museum, you'll also 

want to consider the material's durability. Most art experts agree that linen is the best choice, but 

it depends on the type of painting you will do. 

 

 
 

Price 
When it comes to price, an artist's canvas can be an investment in your art. It is the best surface to 

paint on because of its delicate balance of texture and receptivity to acrylic and other painting 

mediums. In addition, artists have long preferred canvas as its archival and durable fabric. While 

canvas is expensive, many brands are available in budget-friendly sizes that will still deliver 

excellent quality.  

 

Texture 
There are many things to consider when choosing a canvas for your artwork. Ensure the material 

is acid-free, double primed, and 100 percent cotton duck canvas. Also, check that the canvas is 
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double-primed so that the primer doesn't wash out the qualities of the material. If it does, the canvas 

is a good choice. It will last a long time and hold up well to various paints and mediums. 

 

Fabric texture and weight are essential. Canvases with a rough texture will distort the skin and 

look unprofessional. If possible, choose a canvas with a smooth texture, known as 'No Grain.' This 

texture is almost as soft as paper and is ideal for portraits. However, this type of canvas can be as 

expensive as two or three times the cost of fine woven linen. 

 

Weight 
A common misconception about canvas is that it isn't made of the same material. While this is 

true, most canvases are made of cotton plant fibers; therefore, the weight of an artist canvas is 

determined by the number of ounces it contains. A thin canvas weighs 7 ounces, while a medium-

weight canvas, sometimes called a cotton duck, weighs about 10 ounces. A heavy canvas weighs 

14 or more ounces and is typically labeled as "double fill," referring to twisted threads in the fabric. 

 

 
 

The weight of an artist's canvas is an important consideration when choosing the proper canvas for 

your artwork. The lighter the canvas, the less it will stretch. Moreover, if you plan to do thick 

impasto, you'll likely risk having your canvas sag. Canvas expands and contracts with changes in 

humidity. That's why it's essential to know the weight of an artist canvas before choosing a 

particular type of paint. 

 

Dated Labels 
Including dated labels on the artist's canvas is a practical way to date your painting. They tell future 

collectors when and where you purchased the painting and help you estimate when it was 

completed. Unfortunately, dated labels are also a great way to catch fraudulent artists, as you can't 

make an accurate estimate of how long it took them to complete a piece.  

 



The painting and canvas samples were dated by 14C. The paint samples were measured against a 

known date, and the results were consistent with these dates. This study used two samples of white 

paint and a green piece. The two samples were separated by removing carbonates, and the analysis 

result provided a precise date. These dates matched the painter's signature date, and the paint 

samples used to date them. 

 

Fabric 
There are several different types of fabric available for an artist's canvas. Cotton and linen are both 

common choices. These materials are durable and absorbent, often considered superior to cotton. 

However, linen canvases are usually better for professional artists due to their lighter feel. A later 

innovation, cotton duck, is a more economical alternative, though it tends to stretch more widely 

and exhibit a mechanical weave pattern. The final choice largely depends on the artist's preferences 

and painting style. 
 


